Myth 8.  We can upgrade the railways later.
If the motorway is built it will be the end of rail travel on the Waterford-Dublin route.  A car dependent community will be created.  Housing estates and shopping centres will be built to serve the car.  People will be forced to rely entirely on cars for transport.  Under these circumstances investment in railways will not be feasible.  

Myth 9.  It will save lives.
Of last year’s accidents, 82% were attributed to driver behaviour, 10% to pedestrian behaviour and only 4% to the road.  (Road Accident Facts, Ireland, 2000, NRA).  According to the National Road Safety Association, by investing £150 million in road safety, implementing the existing and proposed legislation and improving the quality of the existing road network, road deaths would be reduced by 200 per year.

Myth 10.  It is being built for the common good.
This motorway will not benefit the people of Kildare, Carlow and Kilkenny.  It will benefit the construction firms that build it, the private engineering companies that design it, the investors who will collect tolls and the large corporations that will use it to centralise production and distribution centres.

Myth 11.  Property owners will be well compensated.
This is indeed what the government propaganda would have us believe.  Landowners are entitled to market value.  But the market will be fundamentally altered throughout Ireland by removing 25,000 acres along a length the equivalent of two river Shannons. So when the landowner returns to the market to replenish lost acres he will be unable to do so because of the permanent destruction of so much land.

And people whose houses are devalued because of the motorway will not receive compensation unlike in the UK where depreciation is payable.  People with mortgages whose houses will devalue by 40% to 50% will have become prisoners by the state, unable to change jobs and move house with no compensation payable for loss of hard earned capital
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    ELEVEN MYTHS ABOUT

            THE MOTORWAY
Myth 1.  It is Necessary
This motorway is unnecessary.  The existing N9/N10 is appalling in places, needs major overhaul including bypasses around towns as Carlow.  But we do not need a new motorway through greenfield land.  The new motorway is being built to separate out long distance traffic from local traffic.  It will have a capacity of 55,000 vehicles per day.  Yet only 720 vehicles make the trip between Waterford and Dublin each day according to the NRA National Road Needs Study, the only comprehensive study on Ireland’s roads.  This document recommends upgrading the existing N9/N10 to a wide two-lane road and bypassing urban centres.


Myth 2.  At last we can afford big roads
The government is claiming that the road will cost £525m to build. Based on escalation of other public projects, the final cost is likely to exceed £2 billion.  This money is primarily Irish taxpayer’s money, not EU money.  Would your money be better spent on our failing health service, our schools and public transport and a more modest road building programme?  Already the Minister for Finance has halted building work on run down schools due to financial pressures, yet he is stubbornly pushing ahead with this motorway.  Why?

Myth 3.  It will save travel time.
According to the government the motorway will save 20 minutes on the journey from Waterford to Kilcullen. But already Dublin gridlock has spread to Naas, more than offsetting any timesavings on a motorway.  The only way to substantially reduce travel time is to improve the train service.  

Since the motorway will be a physical barrier through many communities it will actually increase travel times for local journeys.  It will force people who would otherwise walk or cycle to drive.

Myth 4.  It will be good for regional development.
The government claims that the motorway will be good for regional development.  Yet it has done no studies or analyses to show what will happen to the economies of the South East when or if it is built.  Just as a road can allow for goods to be produced in the South East and transported to Dublin, it can also allow for a flow in the other direction.  The British Department of Transport published a report in 1999 that said that there is no evidence to show that roads bring economic benefit to regions. (Transport & the Economy, SACTRA)
Myth 5.  Kilkenny City and Carlow Town will benefit.
A motorway along the N9/N10 route will turn Kilkenny City and Carlow Town into satellite suburbs of Dublin.  An untolled motorway will accelerate this trend even further.  In the UK and the USA commutes of 100 miles are common.  This will have a disastrous effect on the social and economic fabric of the region. Commuters will price young people out of the local housing market.  Shops will be badly hit by new out of town shopping centres that will spring up along the motorway.  People will spend too much time travelling and will have little time left over for community activities, friends and family.

Myth 6.  The motorway will be good for tourism.
The Government has claimed that tourism will benefit from this road, as tourists will be able to travel in more comfort.  But one of the principle reasons that tourists visit Ireland is our rural landscape and our relatively unspoilt environment.  A motorway of this scale will damage our image abroad.  Building this motorway will prove to be an act of economic, social and cultural suicide.

Myth 7.  The motorway will be good for the environment
The government has claimed that by easing congestion the motorway will be a benefit to the environment.  But the motorway will not ease congestion, it will add to it.  The damage created during the construction phase will be substantial.  The damage that the motorway itself will cause will last for thousands of years.

