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OCTOBER 2002

Irish Correspondence Chess Association
14 Dromeen Avenue
Beaumont,  Dublin 9  

Games, other CC information and 
suggestions for future issues are welcome 

and should be sent to the above address. 
http://homepage.eircom.net/%7Eicca/index.html

Irish Correspondence 
  Chess AssociationICCA

Newsletter
New autumn 2002 ICCF ratings... WOlfgang Heidenfeld Memorial ends...Two major new books on CC

First, the committee wishes to apologise 
that it the newsletter is late again; this 
is largely due to problems agreeing a 
date and venue for our Annual General 
Meeting. This will take place next 
month and this newsletter is the statutory 
advance notice of it. Please attend if 
possible; it will only take about an hour 
and a half of your time.
Members will still get four newsletters 
this year. The last one will be produced 
in early December and distributed in time 
for Christmas. Send games please!

AGM Announced
The 2002 AGM will be held on Saturday 
November 9 in The United Arts Club 
(venue for Dublin Chess Club) at 3, 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2,
starting at 2pm. We hope for a good 
attendance. 
Everyone is welcome to attend but only 
paid-up members are entitled to vote. 
This will also be a good opportunity to 
pay your subscription for 2003-2004 if 
you did not already take up the 2-year 
membership option.
Please give any motions for the meeting, 
and nominations for committee positions 
(including Newsletter Editor) to the 
Secretary in advance if possible.

Please attend our AGM in November if you can!
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AGM Agenda
If there are no special motions, the 
agenda will be:
1. Minutes of last AGM
2. Reports of OfÞ cers.
3. Election of new Committee
4. Any Other Business.

New World Cup deadline
Please note that the closing date for 
entries for the new ICCF World Cup 
(email and postal) has been extended to 
October 31, so you just have time to get 
in your entry if you move fast. Pairings 
should go out in November and play will 
begin in early December at the latest. 
The ICCF Congress, which Tim 
Harding will be attending from 
October 5-12, may decide dates for the 
next Postal Olympiad and European 
Team Championship. Look out for 
announcements about these and other 
future events in the Christmas newsletter.

Contact our webmaster
Cathal Connolly has been doing a good 
job as ICCA webmaster. The URL is:
http://homepage.eircom.net/
%7Eicca/index.html
You can email Cathal with news and 
games at:  cconnolly@esatclear.ie

Sensational Þ nish to the Wolfgang Heidenfeld Memorial tournament 
The Wolfgang Heidenfeld Memorial 
tournament has come to an end after 
almost exactly 30 months play. You can 
see the crosstable above.

Congratulations to our President, 
David Salter, who earned the ICCF 
international master title with a 
splendid performance, culminating in 
a dogged defence to earn a half point 
against Egbert Bösenberg. 

This left David needing only a draw from 
a favourable position in the last game 
against Rechtman. With an extra pawn 
in a queen and minor piece endgame, he 
could have played on for months seeking 
outright third prize, but decided to settle 
for the certainty of the immediate IM 
title. David�s qualiÞ cation was ratiÞ ed 
just in time for the 2002 ICCF Congress.

15 players began this Category 5 
tournament, the Þ rst invitational event 
we ever organised. Originally the IM 
norm was 9/14 but after the accepted 
withdrawal of Ciaran O�Hare, for health 
reasons, the norm was changed to 8.5/13 
with the possibility remaining to get the 
IM title in one event. (An IM norm in 
this event also counts as a SIM norm.)
Despite the initial disappointment of 
early withdrawals (one approved and 

Committee notices and AGM news

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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EVENING HERALD 
EVENTS

�ICCF GOLD� BOOK

OTHER NEWS

2nd Email Olympiad
The preliminaries of the 2nd email 
Olympiad (Olympiad XV) are due to to 
commence on December 1 and our team 
of six players will be expected to give 
a high level of commitment to trying 
to qualify for the Þ nal. Unfortunately 
SIM Alan Ludgate won�t be available 
until the Þ nal and Neil Johnson decided 
to withdraw due to overwork and 
poor form. We have a strong team 
nevertheless with an IM and three SIMs, 
average rating 2443: this must be the 
highest ranked Irish team ever!
The following team has been declared (in 
board order following the new ratings): 
Dr Eugene Gibney, Darrell Nightingale, 
Desmond Taylor, Tim Harding, Jonathan 
O�Connor and Michael Sheehan.
We hope that all our other master 
strength players will be willing to play in 
the next postal olympiad.

Ongoing Team Events
The main team events currently in 
progress are the 5th North Atlantic Team 
Tournament and the 6th European Team 
Championship. We are in 8th place, just 
below 50%. If it were not for Bd 10, we 
would be doing really well. Individual 
results to October 2 are as follows.
NATT5 (10 boards, 10 games each)
Bd1. Eugene Gibney +1 =7 -0. Bd 2. 
Desmond Taylor +4 =5 -0. Bd3. David 
Salter +0 =2 -0. Bd4. David Blair +0 =8 
�1. Bd5. Paul Cassidy +0 =6 �2. Bd6. 
Michael Sheehan +3 =5 �0. Bd7. David 
Houston +0 =3 �2. Bd8. Paul Burke +1 
=4 �0. Bd9. William Breslin +2 =2 �2 
Bd10. Clive Hemming +1 =0 �6.

European Teams (12 boards, 10 games 
each). This event, which began in 
October 1999, is almost over and many 
players have Þ nshed their games.
Bd1. Desmond Taylor +0 =6 -3. Bd 
2. Oisin O Siochru +0 =5 -4. Bd3. 
David Houston +1 =6 -3. Bd4. David 
Salter +1 =6 �2. Bd5. Tom Clarke �4, 
replaced by Tim Harding who Þ nished 
the remaining games with +2 =4. Bd6. 
Michael Sheehan +4 =4 �2 (IM norm). 
Bd7. David Blair +0 =8 �2. Bd8. Terry 
Fayne +0 =2 �7. Bd9. David Robb 
+2 =3 �3 Bd10. Gerry Smith =2 �3 
replaced by Jonathan O�Connor =2 
�1 (2 games still in play). Bd11. Luigi 
Forte +1 =0 �7. Bd12. Tom Adamson +0 
=0 �9?.
Clearly this has been a tough event for 
us and we welcome the reduction in the 
number of boards proposed for the next 
championship (likely to be 10 or 8). That 
event is likely to start in 12 months time 
and may be an email tournament.

Friendly Team Matches
David Salter reports that the match v 
France has started with 31 boards (18 by 
email).
A match v the Swiss will start shortly 
- 25 boards (they don�t like snail mail - 
only 3 matches by card!!) 
The tide is turning towards email it 
would seem....
Matches in progress: we are losing 17.5-
20.5 to the USA; losing 25-27 to NCCA 
with one disputed game to Þ nish the 
match; losing 14-23 to the Czechs and 
losing 5.5-14.5 to the Danes.
Results are less important in these events 
than giving players the opportunity to 
gain experience or keep in practice, and 
also to gain qualifying games towards an 
ICCF rating. 

one not), this was in the end a successful 
tournament with many interesting games 
and Þ ve title norms achieved, including 
two for Ireland. 
Many thanks go to the original TD, Alan 
Rawlings, and his successor, Christer 
Svensson, for conducting this event very 
smoothly and fairly.
Prize money is shared in case of ties, 
so the prize money for 3rd/4th (total 
200 Euro) will be shared between three 
players: Azar, Salter & Harding.
IM Mark Heidenfeld, son of Wolfgang, 
now has to judge the Best Game prizes.
After his decision is made, a Þ nal 
report will be published in Chess Mail 
magazine (probably issue 8/2002) and 
at www.chessmail.com. A PDF booklet 
may be published later.

All ICCA ofÞ cers are subject to re-
election annually at the agm. 
The committee members elected 
by the ICCA AGM in August 2001 
are:
President: David Salter
14 Dromeen Avenue, Beaumont, 
Dublin 9. Email: dsalter@indigo.ie
Secretary/Treasurer: Jack Killane
4 Wainsfort Avenue, Terenure, Dublin 6W
Email: jackkillane@hotmail.com
International Secretary/ ICCF 
Delegate: Tim Harding
26 Coolamber Park, Dublin 16
Email: editor@chessmail.com
Northern Treasurer/Selector: 
David Blair
27 Cherryvalley Gardens, Belfast, 
Northern Ireland BT5 6PQ
Email: david.blair4@ntlworld.com
Other functions for the ICCA are carried 
out by the following people:
Team captain: Tim Harding
Friendly match captain: David Salter
Webmaster: Cathal Connolly
Newsletter editor: Position vacant (Tim 
Harding pro. tem.)
Tournament Director: Position vacant
Evening Herald Irish Championship 
tournament controller: Jim Corby
We are always looking for volunteers!

Please contact David Salter if you wish 
to to help with ICCA organisation in 
some capacity, or better still, turn up at 
the AGM and volunteer then.

WHO�S WHO

At the time of writing, the 2000-2002 
Championship (Evening Herald Senior 
A) had not yet been decided, with 
four games unÞ nished in late summer. 
Michael Sheehan has beaten James 
McKeown to Þ nish on 4/6. William 
Breslin and Murtagh O�Connor are still 
in contention.
The 2001-2003 event is in full swing and
the players are: William J. Breslin,
Neil Johnson, Patrick Kelly, James 
McKeown, Murtagh O�Connor,
Michael J. Sheehan and Garry H. 
Windebank.
We only know of four results so far. 
Sheehan beat Breslin and Sheehan beat 
Johnson. Windebank beat Kelly and drew 
with Johnson.
The 2002-4 championship is about to 
start. We hope to have a report on all 
these events in the Christmas newsletter.

THE HEIDENFELD  
MEMORIAL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ICCF�s jubilee book, �ICCF Gold�, is due 
to be published on November 25 and we 
hope to have copies by early December. 
The price is 24 Euro or £14.99 sterling, 
payable to the Irish Correspondence 
Chess Association. Contact Jack Kill-
ane or David Blair to order in advance. 
We are only getting a few copies unless 
advance orders warrant us buying in an 
extra ten. 
This large book has games, historical and 
current information on CC activities. For 
details of the book�s contents, see the 
ICCF website. Tim Harding will review 
�ICCF Gold� in our Christmas newsletter 
and on www.chessmail.com.
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ICCA postcards
Support ICCA by buying 
them! Price (per 100) of �4.25 
(if collected) or �5.00 (posted). 
Contact Jack Killane or 
David Blair.

Tournament Type/ Class Players € entry fee  £ STG fee 

World Champ 3/4F 11/13 €18 £11.75 

World Champ Semi-final 11/13 €32 £20 

Ladies Wch Semi-final 11? €18 £10 

GM Norm Tourneys  11 €40 £28 

Master Norm Tourneys 11 €25 £18 

World Cups 11 €18 £11.75 

ICCF Class events 7 €5 £5 

ICCF Class events 11 €9 £6 

EU Champ Semi-final 11/13 €32 £20 

Thematic tournaments 7 x 2  €9 £6 

Olympiads (post/email) 6 per team €10 per player £7 per player 

EU team championship 10 ? €10 per player £7 per player 

AUTUMN RATINGS 2002
ICCF events: what can 
I enter and what does 
it cost?
Please see the table below for 
a summary of the types of 
available event and entry fees 
payable to ICCA before we 
can submit your entry. 
We can only accept entries 
from members so if you 
are not a currently paid-up 
member, you know what to 
do...

1. Entry fees are the same 
for equivalent class of event 
(e.g. World/European 
Championship semi-Þ nal, Master 
Norms, 7- and 11-player class 
events) irrespective of whether 
the event is by post or email 
and which tournament ofÞ ce 
(European/ World/ Email) is 
organising it. Open Class and 
Higher Class may be only 
7-players in most tournament 
ofÞ ces; check the ICCF website 
for details. 

2. The European TO now 
offers European Email events 
as an alternative to the Email 
Tournament OfÞ ce events where 
you can get an opponent from 
anywhere in the world. When 
entering, always specify World/ 
European/ ICCF Email TO and 
in the case of European events 
whether you want a postal or an 
email event.

Please supply an email address 
if possible, even if you are 
entering a postal event.

There is a small mark-up 
on entry fees to cover ICCA 
administration, our membership 
fee to ICCF (50 Swiss Francs per 
annum), the cost of bank charges 
in making a payment to ICCF 
and something to cover currency 
ß uctuations.

Members of EU/ Olympiad 
teams will be expected to pay their 
share of the entry fee. There is no 
participation fee in the friendly 
matches.

NB: In thematic tournaments 
(which are NOT rated) two games 
are played against each opponent. 
Some thematics are now being played 
by email; see the ICCF website for 
details of next year's themes.

All other events are single games 
against opponents and all other 
events are rated. ICCF now publishes 
rating lists twice yearly: April 1 and 
October 1 based on results to the 
previous December 31/ June 30. The 
Irish Championship (Evening Herald 
Senior A) and friendly matches are 
rated.
Please note: Tim Harding does 
not collect entry fee/membership 
money. Payments in Euros should 
be sent to Jack Killane; payments 
in Pounds Sterling should be sent to 
David Blair. They inform Tim when 
an entry has been paid for and then 
he sends it in to ICCF. European 
and email sections are formed more 
rapidly than World events.
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Below you can see the latest international 
ratings of the active Irish players (results 
since 1996) followed by the number of rated 
games they have Þ nished. One Irish titled 
player (SM Tony Doyle) is off the active list.

64 GREAT CHESS 
GAMES BOOK

This is the vintage year for books on 
correspondence chess! �64 Great Chess 
Games� by our own Tim Harding is 
already selling very fast by mail order 
and Tim hopes to get it into some 
Dublin bookshops for the Christmas 
market, starting with Hanna�s of 
Nassau Street. To read reviews or place 
an order, go to www.chessmail.com. 
or just send a cheque/P.O. for 25 Euro 
(or £15.99 stg.) to Chess Mail Ltd., 26 
Coolamber Park, Dublin 16.
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IRISH GAMES

Ferenc Foldvary (ENG) �
Dr Eugene Gibney (IRL)
Kan Sicilian (B42)
NATT5 bd.1, 2001
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 e6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 a6 
5 Bd3 d5!? 6 exd5 Qxd5 7 0�0 Nf6
7...Qxd4?? 8 Bb5+.
8 Nc3 Qd8 9 Bf4 Be7 10 Re1 0�0 11 
a3 Bd7
11...Qxd4?? is still impossible because 
of 12 Bxh7+.
12 Qf3 Nc6 13 Nb3 Qc8 14 Bg3 Rd8 
15 Rad1 Na7 16 Na5 Bc6 17 Qe3 b5 
18 Be5 Ng4 19 Qh3 f5 20 Bf4 Bc5 21 
Bg3 Bb6 22 Nxc6 Nxc6 23 Be2 Nge5 
24 Bh5 Rxd1 25 Nxd1 Nc4 26 Be2 
Nd4 27 Bd3 Qc6 28 Qh5 Rd8 29 Bh4 
g6 30 Qh6 Rd7 31 Bf6

XIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+k+0
9+-+r+-+p0
9pvlq+pvLpwQ0
9+p+-+p+-0
9-+nsn-+-+0
9zP-+L+-+-0
9-zPP+-zPPzP0
9+-+NtR-mK-0
xiiiiiiiiy

31...e5!
This exploits the weakness of White�s 
back rank while the Q is playing away 
on h6. If 32 Bxe5 Re7.
32 Bxc4+ Qxc4 33 Nc3
Not 33 Bxe5 (even worse is 33 Rxe5?? 
Ne2+, forcing mate) 33...Ne2+ 34 Kf1 (34 
Kh1 Qe4) 34...Nf4+ 35 Kg1 Re7 36 b3 
Qd4 37 Qg7+ Rxg7 38 Bxd4 Bxd4�+.
33...Bc7 34 Qc1 a5 35 Kh1 b4 36 axb4 
axb4 37 Nd1 Qxc2 38 Ne3 Qxc1 39 
Rxc1 Kf7
Black is a pawn ahead with a winning 
endgame.
40 Bh4 Nb3 41 Rc6 f4 42 Nf1 Kg8 43 
g4 Nd4 44 Rc4 h6 45 Bf6 Kf7 46 g5 
hxg5 47 Bxg5 b3 48 h4 Ke6 49 Kg2 
Ba5 50 Rc8 Bb4 51 Rb8 Nc2 52 Rb6+ 
Rd6 53 Rb7 Rd1 54 Rb6+ Kd5 55 Rb5+ 
Kc4 56 Rxe5 Ne1+ 57 Rxe1 Rxe1 58 
Bxf4 Kd3 59 Nh2 Re2 0�1.

Desmond Taylor (IRL) � 
Ken Bowyer (ENG)
English Opening (A29)
NATT5 bd.2, 2001
1 c4 e5 2 Nc3 Nc6 3 Nf3 Nf6 4 g3 d5 
5 cxd5 Nxd5 6 Bg2 Nb6 7 0�0 Be7 8 
d3 0�0 9 a3 Be6 10 b4 f6 11 Bb2 Qd7 
12 Ne4
This seems a tricky line for Black to 
defend. Taylor, a Dragon expert, is 
happy on the white side of the same 

formation in the English.
12...Nd5 13 d4 a5
13...exd4 14 Nxd4 Nxd4 15 Qxd4 Nb6 
is better, as in A.Ornstein-T.Bromann, 
Rilton Cup, Stockholm 2000�2001.
14 dxe5 axb4 15 exf6 Nxf6 16 Nxf6+ 
Bxf6 17 Bxf6 gxf6 18 axb4 Qxd1 19 
Raxd1 Nxb4

XIIIIIIIIY
9r+-+-trk+0
9+pzp-+-+p0
9-+-+lzp-+0
9+-+-+-+-0
9-sn-+-+-+0
9+-+-+NzP-0
9-+-+PzPLzP0
9+-+R+RmK-0
xiiiiiiiiy

Black has connected passed pawns on 
the queenside, but Taylor proceeds to 
show they are weak!
20 Nd4 Bd5 21 Rb1 Bxg2 22 Kxg2 
c5
22...Ra4 23 Rfc1 threatening Rc4.
23 Ne6 Rfc8 24 Nxc5 Rxc5 25 Rxb4 
b5 26 Rfb1 Rb8 27 e4 Kf7 28 f4 Ke6 
29 Kf3 h5 30 f5+ Ke5 31 R1b3 Kd6 
32 Rd3+ Kc6 33 Rbd4 Kb6 34 Kf4 
Rbc8 35 h3 Rc1 36 Rd6+ R8c6 37 
Rd1 R1c4 38 g4 hxg4 39 hxg4 b4 40 
Rxc6+ Kxc6

XIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0
9+-+-+-+-0
9-+k+-zp-+0
9+-+-+P+-0
9-zpr+PmKP+0
9+-+-+-+-0
9-+-+-+-+0
9+-+R+-+-0
xiiiiiiiiy

41 g5 fxg5+ 42 Ke5! Rc5+ 43 Ke6 b3 
44 f6 1�0

Dr Eugene Gibney (IRL) � 
Alex Ugge (CAN)
Taimanov Sicilian (B47)
NATT5 bd.1, 2001
1 e4 c5 2 Ne2 Nc6 3 Nbc3 e6 4 d4 cxd4 
5 Nxd4 Qc7 6 Ndb5 Qb8 7 Be3 Nf6 8 
f4 d6 9 Be2 Be7 10 0�0 a6 11 Nd4 0�0 
12 Qe1 Bd7 13 Rd1 b5 14 a3 Nxd4 15 
Bxd4 e5 16 Be3 Bc6 17 Bd3 Qb7 18 
fxe5 dxe5 19 Bg5 Ng4 20 Bxe7 Qxe7 
21 Kh1 Nf6 22 Qg3 Rad8 23 Rf5

XIIIIIIIIY
9-+-tr-trk+0
9+-+-wqpzpp0
9p+l+-sn-+0
9+p+-zpR+-0
9-+-+P+-+0
9zP-sNL+-wQ-0
9-zPP+-+PzP0
9+-+R+-+K0
xiiiiiiiiy

23...Nxe4! 24 Nxe4 Bxe4 25 Rxe5 
Qb7 26 Re1 Bxd3 27 cxd3 b4 28 axb4 
Qxb4 29 R1e2 Qd6 30 R5e3 Qxg3 31 
Rxg3 Rfe8 32 Rxe8+ Rxe8
Black has a positional edge but White�s 
passed d-pawn, enabling active 
counterplay, saves the half-point.
33 h3 Rb8 34 Re3 Kf8 35 Re2 Rb3 36 
Rd2 Ke7 37 Kg1 Kd6 38 Kf2 f5 39 Ke3 
Rb4 40 Rf2 g6 41 g4 fxg4 42 hxg4 
Rxg4 43 Rf6+ Ke5 44 Rxa6 Rg3+ 45 
Ke2 Rg2+ 46 Ke3 Rxb2 47 d4+ Kf5 48 
Ra5+ Kg4 49 d5 Kf5 50 Ra7 h5 51 d6 
Rb6 52 Ra5+ Ke6 53 Rg5 Kf7 54 Rd5 
Ke8 55 d7+ Kd8 56 Kf4 Rb1 57 Kg5 
Rg1+ 58 Kh4 Rg4+ 59 Kh3 ½�½

Artur Mrugala (CAN) � 
Desmond Taylor (IRL)
Dragon Sicilian (B76)
NATT5 bd.2, 2001
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 
Nf6 5 Nc3 g6 6 Be3 Bg7 7 f3 0�0 8 Qd2 
Nc6 9 0�0�0 d5 10 Qe1 e5 11 Nxc6 
bxc6 12 exd5 Nxd5 13 h4?!
13 Bc4 is theory.
13...Be6 14 h5 Qe7 15 hxg6 hxg6 16 
Nxd5 cxd5 17 Qh4N Qxh4 18 Rxh4 
d4 19 Bd2 Rac8 20 b3 f5 21 Bd3 Bd5 
22 Bg5 Kf7 23 c4 Bb7 24 Rdh1 Rh8 
25 Kd2 Rxh4 26 Rxh4 Rh8 27 Rxh8 
Bxh8

XIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-vl0
9zpl+-+k+-0
9-+-+-+p+0
9+-+-zppvL-0
9-+Pzp-+-+0
9+P+L+P+-0
9P+-mK-+P+0
9+-+-+-+-0
xiiiiiiiiy

28 c5 Ke6 29 Bc4+ Bd5 30 Ba6 e4 31 
Bc8+ Kf7 32 Bf4 Bf6 33 Bd7 Be7 34 
c6 Be6 35 Bxe6+ Kxe6 36 Bb8 a6 37 
fxe4 fxe4 38 Kd1 d3 39 Bf4 Bc5 40 
c7 Kd7 41 Kd2 Bb6 42 Kc3 Bxc7 43 
Bg5 Ke6 44 g4 Kd5 45 Kd2 Ba5+ 46 
Ke3 Bc3 47 Bf4 Bd4+ 48 Kd2 Kc5 49 
a3 Kb5 0�1. Simple chess!

Michael Sheehan (IRL) � 
Guilherme Gaboleiro (POR)
Semi-Slav (D46)
NATT5 bd.6, 2001
1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 Nf3 Nf6 4 Nc3 e6 5 
e3 Nbd7 6 Qc2 Bd6 7 Be2 0�0 8 0�0 
dxc4 9 Bxc4 b5 10 Be2 Bb7 11 Rd1 
Qc7 12 e4 e5 13 dxe5 Nxe5 14 Nd4 
Ng6 15 g3 b4 16 Nf5 Be5 17 Na4 c5 
18 f3 Rfc8 19 Be3 c4 20 Bxc4 Ba6 
21 Bc5 Bxc4 22 Qxc4 Nd7 23 Rac1 
Nxc5 24 Qxc5 Qxc5+ 25 Rxc5 Rxc5 
26 Nxc5 Bxb2 27 Na6 Ba3 28 Rd4 
Ne5 29 Kg2 Rc8 (A blunder in a bad 
position) 30 Ne7+ Kf8 31 Nxc8 1�0


